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WASHINGTON DC, 5/16/07—Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY), Member of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations, spoke today on his defense amendment that
could expand genocide relief missions in Darfur. Read his remarks below:

Mr. Speaker, I have drafted this amendment with the gentlewoman of CA – Ms. Lee – to send a
clear and unequivocal message to the government of Sudan.

We will explore every option, and bear any burden, to help stop the genocide in Darfur. 

400,000 have been murdered in cold blood. There are 2 million refugees.

And through it all, the government of Sudan tests the will and the patience of the United States.

This amendment says we have the will and we are running out of patience. 

100 miles from Darfur – in Chad – is the Abeche air base. If diplomacy fails, if Sudan continues
to defy the world and perpetuate this genocide, that airbase can be used for potential NATO
operations, a possible UN peacekeeping force, for humanitarian missions.

Our amendment expresses the will of Congress to make the upgrades necessary to that
airbase.

It requires the Department of Defense to report within 90 days on what upgrades would be
necessary and what the cost will be.

And it says to Sudan: we will not turn our backs. We will not close our eyes. We will prepare.
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This amendment has the support of a variety of organizations.

Mr. Speaker, my cosponsor and I reflect different ideologies.

She leans to the left on military matters. I lean to the right.

But with this amendment, we come together to say, never again.

And we will explore every option for staying true to that promise. 
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